
   In this edition of the Insider, you’ll find California Caber-
nets, 2015 Barolos, Oregon Pinot Noirs and Australian wines.
   The current releases from 2015 in Barolo should deliver 

plenty of enjoyment in their youth, yet with the structure 
for longevity. Despite hot, dry conditions, there was ample 
rain in the spring and again in August, which resulted in bal-
anced wines. There is a feeling of lightness in these Barolos, 
as well as red fruit flavors that belie the power and concen-
tration of the vintage. —Bruce Sanderson
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CALIFORNIA
Cabernet Sauvignon & 
Cabernet Franc
FAVIA
Cerro Sur Napa Valley 2016
94 points | $175 | 361 cases made | Red

Really well-built, with layers of fig, boysenberry and blackberry paste flavors, 
liberally laced with smoldering tobacco notes and backed by a strong wave 
of loam on the finish. Shows loads of grip, so give this some time. Cabernet 
Franc and Cabernet Sauvignon. Best from 2021 through 2035.—J.M.

BARNETT
Cabernet Sauvignon Spring Mountain District  
Rattlesnake 2016
93 points | $190 | 1,100 cases made | Red

Dark and burly, featuring ganache and tobacco notes out front, followed by 
a core of steeped plum, blackberry and black currant fruit. Shows ample 
grip, with lots of sage, sassafras and briar details stepping in on the finish 
and assimilating well into the fruit and structure. Best from 2020 through 
2034.—J.M.

CADE
Cabernet Sauvignon Howell Mountain Reserve 2016
93 points | $220 | 1,450 cases made | Red

Vivid açaí, plum and blueberry reduction notes are inlaid with a solid 
graphite edge, giving the fruit a foil as it moves along. Bright anise and 
roasted apple wood elements frame the finish, which ends with the fruit 
showing power and energy. Best from 2021 through 2030.—J.M.

CHIMNEY ROCK
Cabernet Sauvignon Stags Leap District Tomahawk 
Vineyard 2015
93 points | $160 | 1,220 cases made | Red

Alluring, with blueberry, açaí berry and plum compote flavors, infused with 
lively anise and apple wood notes along the way. Fleshy, but with a very 
solid graphite spine imparting length and drive to the finish. Drink now 
through 2030.—J.M.

GANDONA
Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley 2016
93 points | $225 | 560 cases made | Red

Ripe and dense, with a still-compact core of loganberry, black currant and 
fig fruit that needs to stretch out. That shouldn’t be a problem, though, as 
this features balled-up brambly grip and juicy energy throughout. Licorice 
snap and violet details at the very end add detail. Best from 2020 through 
2030.—J.M.
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Favia is the top-scoring wine of today's set of California Cabernets.



AUSTRALIA
JOHN DUVAL
Plexus Red Barossa Valley 2017
94 points | $40 | 2,000 cases imported | Red

Vibrant, with blackberry, blueberry and spiced plum flavors that are fresh, 
plump and generous at the core. Impressively elegant and seamless, 
featuring notes of fresh earth, spice and floral that linger effortlessly 
alongside fine-grained tannins. Shiraz, Grenache and Mourvèdre. Drink now 
through 2037.—M.W.

GIANT STEPS
Chardonnay Yarra Valley Tarraford Vineyard 2018
94 points | $42 | 25 cases imported | White

Mouthwatering and precise, with a lovely blend of Asian pear, green apple 
and mandarin orange flavors that mingle with candied ginger peel, spice and 
floral details. Shows a silky weightlessness. Drink now.—M.W.

YANGARRA ESTATE
Shiraz McLaren Vale Ironheart 2015
94 points | $100 | 200 cases imported | Red

Bold and expressive, opening with plump wild blackberry, black licorice and 
blueberry flavors, giving way to sage, caramel and chai tea notes. Balances 
generosity with restraint from the detailed, velvety tannins, which never get 
in the way, especially on the long finish. Drink now through 2035.—M.W.

JOHN DUVAL
Eligo Barossa 2016
93 points | $100 | 100 cases imported | Red

Dark, offering a dense, espresso-infused mix of cassis, blackberry and spicy 
cedar notes, showing details of black walnut, mahogany and tobacco on a 
plush, fleshy frame. Drink now through 2029.—M.W.

ELDERTON
Shiraz Barossa Valley Fifteen 2016
93 points | $315 | 10 cases imported | Red

Sophisticated, this offers a polished and expressive mix of kirsch, framboise 
and milk chocolate flavors, set on a smooth and silky frame, with details of 
black tea and palo santo that linger on the generous finish. Drink now 
through 2036.—M.W.

GIANT STEPS
Chardonnay Yarra Valley Wombat Creek Vineyard 2018
93 points | $42 | 50 cases imported | White

Fresh and vivid, offering a transparent mix of pineapple, Meyer lemon and 
tangerine flavors on a supple body. Impressive for the details of nutmeg and 
honeysuckle, with a long, sleek, expressive finish. Drink now.—M.W.

ITALY
Barolo
ODDERO
Barolo Brunate 2015
94 points | $125 | 150 cases made | Red

Ripe cherry and plum aromas and flavors are shaded by eucalyptus and 
tobacco notes in this broad, mouthfilling red. Suave and solidly built, with 
dusty tannins lining the finish. Shows fine harmony and length. Best from 
2023 through 2042.—B.S.

GRACE FAMILY
Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley 2016
93 points | $285 | 168 cases made | Red

Offers an enticing core of gently steeped dark cherry and plum fruit, gently 
inlaid with red licorice, singed apple wood, savory and mineral notes. Still 
youthfully tight, but the structure is fresh and fine-grained, and the finish 
nicely detailed. One for the cellar. Best from 2022 through 2036.—J.M.

HALL
Cabernet Sauvignon Howell Mountain 2016
93 points | $160 | 720 cases made | Red

Packed with açaí berry, blackberry and fig notes, this is fruit-laden from the 
get-go. Features waves of warm ganache and melted black licorice as well, 
with a singed alder streak on the grippy yet integrated finish to help knit all 
the elements together. Best from 2021 through 2034.—J.M.

HOBEL
Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley The Figure 2016
93 points | $110 | 178 cases made | Red

A plush, rich style, with waves of warmed plum, fig and boysenberry pâte de 
fruit rolling through, framed with anise and roasted mesquite notes and 
ending with a hint of ganache. A large wine that should age nicely. Best from 
2020 through 2032.—J.M.

LARKMEAD
LMV Salon Napa Valley 2016
93 points | $180 | 680 cases made | Red

This displays nice character, with tobacco, alder and singed iron notes 
leading off, backed by a solid core of steeped currant and blackberry fruit. 
The two sides pull together on the finish. Cabernet Franc and Cabernet 
Sauvignon. Best from 2020 through 2032.—J.M.

NICKEL & NICKEL
Cabernet Sauvignon Rutherford Quicksilver Vineyard 2016
93 points | $125 | 3,336 cases made | Red

Features a brambly edge to the mix of winey red and black currant fruit, 
with touches of licorice snap, sweet tobacco, sassafras and savory through-
out. Good energy ripples through the finish. Best from 2020 through 
2030.—J.M.

STAGLIN
Cabernet Sauvignon Rutherford 2016
93 points | $285 | 2,800 cases made | Red

Warm and alluring in feel, featuring creamy yet structured layers of crushed 
red currant, plum and raspberry fruit. Long, with threads of leather, cedar, 
savory and warm tobacco filling in throughout. A very steady Cabernet that 
should age well. Best from 2020 through 2032.—J.M.

VINEYARD 7 & 8
Cabernet Sauvignon Spring Mountain District Estate 2016
93 points | $185 | 560 cases made | Red

A dark, dense and chunky young Cabernet, brimming with blackberry, fig 
and black currant reduction notes, framed liberally by ganache and roasted 
alder details and ending with a thump of tarry grip. A mountain-man wine. 
Patience is required. Best from 2022 through 2038.—J.M
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ODDERO
Barolo Rocche di Castiglione 2015
94 points | $85 | 220 cases made | Red

This shows some heft, featuring macerated cherry, plum, earth and menthol 
flavors, wrapped in a grip of beefy tannins. Everything is in the right place, 
with an essence of sweet fruit on the long finish. Best from 2023 through 
2045.—B.S.

PAOLO SCAVINO
Barolo Carobric 2015
94 points | $80 | 511 cases made | Red

Blood orange and rooibos tea aromas segue to cherry and strawberry flavors 
in this dense, sinewy red. Taut and racy, with plenty of energy driving the 
long finish. Iron, tar and tobacco accents round out the flavor spectrum. Best 
from 2023 through 2045.—B.S.

VIETTI
Barolo Ravera 2015
94 points | $175 | 193 cases imported | Red

This red is full of sweet ripe plum, cherry and tar flavors, accented by 
tobacco and underbrush notes. Thick, dusty tannins coat the gums and put a 
clamp on the finish for now, but this shows potential. Best from 2023 
through 2045.—B.S.

PIO CESARE
Barolo Mosconi 2015
93 points | $175 | 75 cases imported | Red

The cherry and strawberry flavors pick up eucalyptus and tar accents as this 
evolves on the palate. Lean and muscular, with vivid acidity and dense 
tannins plying the lingering finish. Best from 2023 through 2040.—B.S.

DAMILANO
Barolo Cerequio 2015
93 points | $110 | 100 cases imported | Red

Packed with cherry and strawberry flavors, this red is supple and juicy, with a 
spine of serious tannins. Leather and tar notes augment the fruit, while iron 
and tobacco elements weigh in on the long finish. Best from 2023 through 
2042.—B.S.

ODDERO
Barolo Villero 2015
93 points | $85 | 750 cases made | Red

Elegant and juicy, featuring strawberry, cherry, rose and white pepper 
flavors. Firm and well-defined, with ample fruit lining the long finish. Best 
from 2023 through 2042.—B.S.

PAOLO SCAVINO
Barolo Bric dël Fiasc 2015
93 points | $105 | 880 cases made | Red

A supple, inviting red, delicate yet intense, with strawberry, cherry, floral and 
spice flavors melded to a linear frame and a dense structure. Shows lovely 
balance and length. Best from 2023 through 2042.—B.S.

GIOVANNI SORDO
Barolo Ravera 2015
93 points | $75 | 350 cases imported | Red

A mellow version, with a supple texture forming the backdrop for macerated 
cherry, strawberry, leather, tobacco and camphor notes. Balanced, offering a 
solid structure and fine length. Best from 2022 through 2040.—B.S.

TERRE DEL BAROLO
Barolo Bussia Arnaldo Rivera 2015
93 points | $45 | 50 cases imported | Red

Offers cherry fruit, with mint, eucalyptus, wild thyme, mineral and spice 
aromas and flavors. Tightly wound, showing elements of tar and tobacco. 
Displays good balance overall. Best from 2023 through 2042.—B.S.

G.D. VAJRA
Barolo Coste di Rose 2015
93 points | $70 | NA cases made | Red

This red exhibits purity to the rose, strawberry, cherry and graphite aromas 
and flavors. Sleek and elegant, with firm structure and a white pepper–ac-
cented finish. Best from 2023 through 2042.—B.S.

G.D. VAJRA
Barolo Ravera 2015
93 points | $75 | 350 cases made | Red

Intense aromas of freshly cut hay, menthol and sweet fruit reduction mark 
this taut, energetic red. Cherry and berry notes form the core, while tar and 
tobacco accents ply the long finish. Best from 2023 through 2043.—B.S.

OREGON
Pinot Noir
BERGSTRÖM
Pinot Noir Dundee Hills Bergström Vineyard 2017
94 points | $110 | 600 cases made | Red

Polished and elegantly complex, with supple raspberry, orange peel and 
fresh violet accents that build richness and structure on a lingering finish. 
Drink now through 2025.—T.F.

BERGSTRÖM
Pinot Noir Yamhill-Carlton District Shea Vineyard 2017
94 points | $70 | 1,600 cases made | Red

Impressive for the presence and polish, with layered black cherry, fresh violet 
and dusky spice flavors that build richness and structure toward refined 
tannins. Drink now through 2025.—T.F.

EMINENT DOMAINE
Pinot Noir Ribbon Ridge 2017
94 points | $50 | 600 cases made | Red

A polished, compelling wine, with layered raspberry, rose petal and orange 
peel flavors that build richness and structure toward a long, supple finish. 
Drink now through 2025.—T.F.

TRISAETUM
Pinot Noir Ribbon Ridge Ribbon Ridge Estate 2017
94 points | $49 | 620 cases made | Red

Rich, polished and beautifully structured, with vibrant raspberry and green 
tea flavors, accented by hints of apricot and building dynamics toward 
refined tannins. Drink now through 2025.—T.F.

BERGSTRÖM
Pinot Noir Chehalem Mountains Winery Block 2017
93 points | $85 | 250 cases made | Red

Deeply structured and finely polished, with dynamic blueberry, cherry and 
savory spice flavors that build toward well-buffed tannins. Best from 2020 
through 2025.—T.F.
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HOT WINES
These are the most exciting discoveries from our editors’ most recent tastings, 

published exclusively in Wine Spectator Insider. They are high-scoring wines from 

around the world that may be difficult to find, but are worth seeking out.

WINE SPECTATOR’S TASTERS

The Most Experienced Team of Wine Journalists in the World

Wine Spectator’s 100-Point Scale
95–100 Classic
90–94 Outstanding
85–89 Very good
80–84 Good
75–79 Mediocre
50–74 Not recommended

Wine Spectator’s tasting staff includes 16 tasters and tasting 
coordinators in two offices. They work together to review more 
than 16,000 wines each year; more than 385,000 reviews are 
available in our online database. Together, our 11 tasting editors 
count more than 250 years of tasting experience.
 We always taste wine blind, in our offices in Napa and New 
York. This is your guarantee that our reviews are fair and objec-
tive, and that a wine’s reputation or price does not influence its 
score. Each editor specializes in the wines of specific regions; 
initials appended to the review identify the taster of each wine. 
We score wines using the 100-point scale (see green box).
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Harvey Steiman Editor at large, San Francisco 
Joined Wine Spectator in 1983. Tasting beat: At large

Thomas Matthews Executive editor, New York 
Joined Wine Spectator in 1988. Tasting beat: 
Spain

Kim Marcus Senior editor, Napa 
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James Molesworth Senior editor, New York 
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wines
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Joined Wine Spectator in 2012. Tasting beat: 
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BEAUX FRÈRES
Pinot Noir Ribbon Ridge The Upper Terrace 2017
96 points | $110 | 1,850 cases made | Red

Seduces you immediately, with expressive violet and dark raspberry aromas 
that open to polished and brilliantly structured blueberry, savory anise and 
tea flavors that take on richness on a long finish. Drink now through 2026. 
From Oregon.—T.F.

Senior editor Tim Fish says: “Beaux Frères has set the gold standard for 
Oregon Pinot Noir since Michael Etzel planted his first vines in 1988 in an old 
pig farm, in what is now the Ribbon Ridge AVA of Willamette Valley. The 
Upper Terrace vineyard is his most recent planting, which is situated just 
north of and at a higher elevation than the original estate vines. The 9-acre 
vineyard was planted in 2000 to Dijon clones of Pinot Noir only, and the 2017 
is a brilliant expression of the Beaux Frères style: dynamic, seductive and 
impeccably structured. It was fermented with native yeast and aged in French 
oak for a year.”

SALVATORE MOLETTIERI
Taurasi Vigna Cinque Querce 2012
95 points | $52 | 100 cases imported | Red

A deep, plush, full-bodied red, with dense tannins that are well-meshed to 
flavors of black cherry pâte de fruit, olive paste, cured tobacco, spice box, 
iron and graphite. Big and brooding, this nonetheless maintains a sense of 
elegance throughout. Best from 2022 through 2032. Tasted twice, with 
consistent notes. From Italy.—A.N.

PENFOLDS
Shiraz Barossa Valley RWT Bin 798 2017
96 points | $150 | 1,156 cases imported | Red

Offers a lush, juicy mix of blackberry, blueberry and black cherry flavors that 
appears seamless, integrating with notes of amaretto, clove and lavender. 
Plush, juicy and very generous on the long, expressive finish. Drink now 
through 2034. From Australia.—M.W.

Senior editor MaryAnn Worobiec says: “RWT stands for Red Winemaking 
Trial, the internal name given to this wine when Penfolds was developing it in 
the 1990s. After being introduced with the 1997 vintage, it was no longer a 
trial, but the name stuck. RWT offers a contrast to the iconic Penfolds Grange 
cuvée. Grange is a blend of grapes from South Australia; RWT is an expression 
of Barossa Shiraz. The 2017 wine was matured in 50 percent new oak and a 
mix of older French oak hogshead barrels for 15 months, but the region’s 
signature lush berry flavors still shine through.”

PENFOLDS
Shiraz South Australia St. Henri 2016
95 points | $150 | 690 cases imported | Red

Shows plenty of oomph and verve to the core of blackberry and blueberry 
flavors, with pops of minerally loam, licorice, black pepper and oolong tea. 
The tannins are fine-grained and dense, but this remains fresh overall, 
delivering vibrant juiciness that lends focus and energy to the long, 
expressive finish. Drink now through 2035. From Australia.—M.W.


